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Westminster Presbyterian Church Launches 
Tech Academy to Break Cycle of Violence

BY GEORGE KERR III

In the heart of Southwest DC, West-
minster Presbyterian Church (WPC) 
embarked on a transformative journey 

to empower youths with technical skills 
that promised to break the cycle of violence 
and drug abuse disorder that plagued its 
community.

Passionate members of WPC organized 
the Southwest Academy of DC (SWADC). 
The dedicated staff of SWADC mentored 
and introduced young people to the 
world of IT and audio-video engineering. 
Through patient guidance and unwaver-
ing support, these young “ambassadors of 
goodwill” discovered their potential and 
fell in love with the possibilities of using 
technology to address the social issues in 
the community.

As the ambassadors learned these skills 
over the summer, their self-esteem and 
confidence blossomed. They saw a future 
that was not constrained by the bound-
aries of their circumstances but defined 
by their imagination and determination. 
The computer screen became a canvas for 
dreams, and the wires and circuits were a 

path to a brighter tomorrow.
This narrative is a testament to the 

power of education and mentorship, illus-
trating how the cultivation of technical 
skills and mentorship can pave the way for 
a future free from violence and substance 
use disorder, proving that these young 
people held the keys to their success and 
the transformation of their community.

Our Fiscal sponsors:  Westminster DC, 
Local Mission Grant for DC congregations 

from National Capital Presbytery, Friends 
of Southwest Foundation, Sasha Bruce. 
This activity is partially sponsored by the 
State Opioid Response grant through 
the District of Columbia Department of 
Behavior Health.

The community premiere on November 
2 at 7:00 p.m. at Westminster DC, 400 I ST 
SW is open to the public. Please RSVP by 
visiting: https://SouthwestAcademeyDC.
eventbrite.com

Climate Action, Disaster Preparedness Leaders 
Share Information on Rainy Morning

BY BEN CURRAN, SW STRONG! 

The All Hands On Deck Climate 
Action & Disaster Preparedness 
Community Engagement Fair 

took place on Saturday, October 14 on 
the grassy lot adjacent to the SW Farm-
ers Market.  

Despite the intermittent light rain, 
25 DC-focused environmental, cli-
mate-action and disaster preparedness 
and response organizations partici-
pated, making their staff and program 
information available to the public as 
they walked among the array of color-
ful and informative canopies.   

Just a few examples of participating 
organizations included: DC Amateur 
Radio Emergency Service, SAMU First 

Photo Courtesy of Wesley Oliver

Participants in the Southwest Academy of DC were mentored in the world of IT and audio-
video engineering. 

Courtesy of the Author

Neighbors and experts joined the All Hands On Deck – Climate Action & Disaster Pre-
paredness Community Engagement Fair on October 14. 

See “Leaders,” page 12
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Carron Baptist Church, Metropolitan Police 
Department’s 1st District Partner to Serve 
Southwest Community 

Photos courtesy of Rene Anderson, Carron Baptist Church

Carron Baptist Church and the 
Metropolitan Police Department’s 
1st District are working together 
to serve the residents of the South-
west community in the areas of 
Spiritual Growth, Trust and Safety. 
On October 6, Pastor Peter Spann 
of Carron Baptist Church joined 
church members along with Offi-
cer L. Boone and other officers of 
the 1st District to pass out lunches 
and personal toiletry gift bags 
and socks to neighbors in need. 

Reflecting on 25 Years of Friends  
of Southwest DC Grants 

BY REGINA HARRISON, FRIENDS OF 
SOUTHWEST DC BOARD MEMBER

Jean Sammon first read about 
Friends of Southwest (FOS) DC 
right here in The Southwester, and 

since the 2000’s, she has been a donor 
and supporter of the organization’s 
work, increasing her engagement fol-
lowing her retirement. 

 I interviewed Jean Sammon to talk 
about - and celebrate - the 25 years of 
locally-based service that Friends of 
Southwest DC has provided to neigh-
bors, students, and senior residents. 
The interview has been edited for 
clarity. 

RH: How did you first get involved with 
Friends of Southwest DC, and how did 
that involvement grow over time?

JS: I found a local organization 
which allowed me to be a donor and 
see the results of my donation here in 
the neighborhood. I got to know Cor-
alie Farley, who was holding a foreign 
policy discussion group at her home. 
Coralie and her neighbors founded 
River Park Friends in 1998, respond-
ing to their desire to pitch in and give 
back to their community in South-
west. A name change occurred in 2010 
to Friends of Southwest DC and by 

that time the donor base had expand-
ed. When I retired, Coralie again 
asked if I would join the Board and I 
agreed. At my first Board meeting in 
2014, the members asked me to be 
Vice President. I declined that offer! 
But I found another way to help as 
they were looking for someone to take 
over responsibility for the Friends of 
Southwest DC website.  The volunteer 
who had created the website was not 
able to keep it up to date.

 RH: What has the experience of run-
ning the website been like? 

JS: I had to learn how to update the 
website and I also focused on add-
ing stories about the programs that 
FOS grants funded. Jay Shorter of DC 
STORM and Emma Ward of EmmaUS 
were helpful. They always sent reports 
of their grants with pictures. Emma 
would also include comments from 

Courtesy of the Author 

Jean Sammon of Friends of Southwest, kneeling in blue sweater, at Amidon-Bowen 
Elementary.

See “Grants,” page 12
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WHAT SWBID IS
THANKFUL FOR

ANDRE
Family, friends, my parents
well-being, being able to
pay bills off this year

VICKE
My family and friends,
good health, peace, and
being able to serve others

HAJI
The family I have who have
always been there for me, a
beautiful wife and daughter,
and being fortunate

KEVIN
My daughter, family, and
health

ANA
My children, dad, sisters,
friends, and a joyful life

ANTHONY T.
My kids, freedom, and
family

MIRNA
Life, children, parents,
grandparents, brothers,
and family

SEDRICK
Life, music, girlfriend, son,
my home, friends, family,
optimism, art, nature, and
my journey

SHONDRA
Life, health, creativity,
home, car, family, friends,
music, nature, fashion,
tech, warmth, and food

CHARLEEN S.
Being alive, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, a
home, and being surrounded
by loved ones

MICHAEL
Kids, family, new days, my
home and car, good health,
and my mom (I don’t know
what I’d do without her)

DANNY
Life, friends and family,
the ability to help all
around, good health,
and MOUNTIAN DEW

IDANIA
Baby sister, supportive
friends and family, and
nature. I love my bicycle
and bike trails!

SANTOS
Health, family, being
fortunate, and my work
helps people

ANTHONY F.
Family, friends, food, my
health, mentors, firestick
TV, AC, and my house

LATARSHA
Family, friends, food, kids,
movies, and my house

CHARLENE P.
Being alive, loving family,
keeping SW beautiful, and
my beautiful daughter

OATMEAL
Family

IRVIN
Family and friends and
all they do for me, and a
good job I care about

HORNE
Waking up every day,
family, and a job I love

PAMELA
Children & grandchildren,
my community, and
being able to use all my
limbs day-to-day

swbid.org | @swbid

GREG
New apartment, SUV,
reaching the age of 71,
family, smart TV, and
my girlfriend
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Enchant Christmas Returns to Nats Park
BY MIKE GOODMAN

The world’s largest Christmas light 
maze and village,  Enchant, is return-
ing to DC for a fourth year, filling 
Nationals Park with millions of lights 
from November 24 through Decem-
ber 31.

The holiday spectacular returns 
with an all-new maze adventure, 
Reindeer Games. Tickets are on sale 
at https://enchantchristmas.com/
washington-dc-nationals-park/. 

Activities within Enchant include:
• The World’s Largest Christmas 

Light Maze  – an all-new maze 
adventure is coming to DC.

• Christmas Village – Taste seasonal 
delights and shop for holiday gifts 
from dozens of local vendors 
showcasing home decor, jewelry, 
gourmet foods, and more. 

• VIP & Private Event Experienc-
es  –  The National’s Park Luxury 
Suites and Club Spaces will be 
transformed into  exclusive rooms 
for holiday parties and special 
events. More information is avail-
able on the above website.

• Visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus – 
Santa will take photos in his 
workshop with children and he is 
bringing Mrs. Claus who will be 
leading story time.   

• Seasonal Food and Bever-
age  – Enjoy holiday-themed 
food and drinks throughout the 

Enchant Village with a special 
bar experience on the field in the 
maze. Vendors also include Ben’s 
Chili Bowl and Messy Treatz.

• Ice-Skating Trail  – Enchant 
features an Ice-Skating Trail 
adorned with spectacular light 
displays. Rental skates are avail-
able.  This experience is limited 

and reservations should be made. 
• Live Entertainment  – There is 

nightly caroling throughout the 
venue, and community  musical 
groups will share their talent with 
the DC community.
This year, Enchant will have special 

themed nights, including:
• November 24: Opening Night

• Dec 7: Military Night
• Dec 10:  Ugly Holiday Sweater 

Night
• Dec 15 & 28: College Student Night

If you are a vendor, or are interest-
ed in working at Enchant as a season-
al employee, you can find more infor-
mation here: https://enchantchrist-
mas.com/get-involved/. 

Courtesy of Enchant

Enchant village

Courtesy of Enchant

Enchant skating rink
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Serve Your City/Ward 6 Mutual Aid’s  
Southwest DC Fall Food Drive in Full Swing 

BY REGINA MAZUR 

All the projects undertaken by 
Serve Your City/Ward 6 Mutu-
al Aid (SYC/W6MA) are direct 

responses to the expressed needs of 
our communities. Whenever a need 
arises, we actively seek out ways to 
address it. “We Keep Us Safe” is not 
a mere branding exercise; it repre-
sents a genuine commitment, a guid-
ing principle, and a comprehensive 
to-do list. SYC/W6MA is continuously 
engaged in a wide range of initiatives, 
including providing essential items to 
community members, offering tutor-
ing and afterschool programs for K-12 
youth, and ensuring the safety and 
well-being of our community. SYC/
W6MA has consistently displayed an 
unwavering dedication to serving our 
neighbors and offering vital support 
to the Black and Brown residents of 
DC.

The strong partnership between 
the Southwest Pod of SYC/W6MA 
and Christ United Methodist Church, 
in conjunction with the 
collaborative efforts of 
various grassroots orga-
nizations serving Black 
and Brown communities, 
makes a significant contri-
bution to these endeavors.

Whether it’s coordi-
nating food and clothing 
drives, distributing fresh 
produce, or collaborating 
with the Southwest Farm-
ers Market, all of SYC/W6MA’s ini-
tiatives are focused on uplifting the 
community. Throughout the year, 
SYC/W6MA hosts various campaigns 
that adapt to the changing seasons 
while consistently delivering valuable 
assistance year-round.

All are invited to join Serve Your 
City/Ward 6 Mutual Aid’s Southwest 
DC Fall Food Drive, running through 
November 18. 

The Fall Food drive has started 
strong with generous donations, but 
we still need your support to replenish 
our pantry shelves for the upcoming 
winter. Due to rising food prices and 
reduced SNAP benefits, many fami-
lies in our community require assis-
tance. Your contributions will ensure 

that everyone in our community can 
access essential food.

Our heartfelt thanks 
go out to the communi-
ties of River Park, Har-
bour Square, Tiber Island, 
Riverside, Modern on M, 
The Channel, Incanto, 
Vio, The Tides, Amaris, 
The Banks, and St. Augus-
tine’s Church for hosting 
donation boxes in their 
buildings, making it more 
convenient for their resi-

dents to make a difference. We greatly 
appreciate this invaluable support. 

Donations can be brought to 
any of the following locations:
• Christ United Methodist Church 

(900 4th St SW, back entrance of the 
pathway to the SW Public Library), 
on Wednesdays from 3:00 p.m. - 
5:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 12:00 
p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

• SW Farmers Market (425 M St 
SW) at the Serve Your City/Ward 
6 Mutual Aid booth, on Saturdays 
from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

• Check your building or church to 
see if they are hosting a donation 
box.

We are seeking donations of:
• Non-perishable foods, such as 

canned tuna, canned chicken, 
pasta, pasta sauce, soup, canned 
fruit, boxed milk, peanut butter, 
jelly, cooking oil, condiments, hot & 
and cold cereal, Ensure, tea, coffee.

• Toiletries, such as toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, bar soap, deodorant, 
and feminine products, Depends.

• Monetary Donations: Donate 
online at  bit.ly/falldrive-sycw6ma.  
These funds allow us to purchase 
food from the Capital Area Food 
Bank, tripling the amount of food 
you could purchase at the store.

Interested in More Ways to Help?
Help the Unhoused: Our unhoused 

neighbors here in Washington, DC 
still need essential supplies to thrive, 
not just survive! You can make a dif-
ference this fall by purchasing items 
from Serve Your City/Ward 6 Mutual 
Aid’s wishlist at bit.ly/syctentlist. For 
questions, please contact us at info@
serveyourcitydc.org.

Virtual Tutors Needed: Serve 
Your City/Ward 6 Mutual Aid’s “Free 
School for Unlimited Youth” program 
provides FREE virtual tutoring to 
Black and Brown K-12 students across 
Washington, DC. We are constantly 

seeking passionate volunteer mem-
bers to join our team! We welcome 
college students, graduate students, 
and professionals who are committed 
to making a difference in any subject. 
If you’re interested in becoming a 
virtual tutor, please visit bit.ly/sycvol-
unteertutor or contact us at youthen-
richment@serveyourcitydc.org for 
more details.

Join us every Saturday at 2:00 
p.m. for our food distribution: SYC/
W6MA teams up with Christ United 
Methodist Church 5000 Food Pantry 
to provide fresh produce. Addition-
ally, on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
of each month, also at 2:00 p.m., we 
broaden our selection to include gro-
ceries, cleaning supplies, and per-
sonal care items. You can find our 
distribution location at 900 4th St 
SW. If you require further assistance 
with food and supplies, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to SYC/W6MA’s 
Mutual Aid Hotline at 202-683-9962 
or send an email to ward6mutualaid@
gmail.com.

Want to Learn More? For addi-
tional information, please contact us 
at: swmutualaid@serveyourcitydc.
org.

Courtesy of SYC/W6MA

ANC 6D Seeks Public Input on Safeway Concerns
BY SOUTHWESTER STAFF

ANC 6D Commissioners 
Andrea Pawley and Rhonda 
Hamilton are seeking public 

input on community concerns relat-
ed to the ongoing renovation of the 
Safeway at 1100 4th Street. The Com-

mission has heard numerous com-
munity concerns about Safeway, 
which is a vital part of Southwest. 

Hamilton and Pawley will be col-
lecting community input about ser-
vice levels and concerns inside the 
store, as well as working with Com-

missioner Bruce Levine and local 
authorities and groups to identify 
ways to improve conditions outside 
of Safeway.  

If you would like to share your 
thoughts about service levels and 
service quality inside the store, 

please contact Commissioners 
Hamilton (6d08@anc.dc.gov) and 
Commissioner Pawley (6d04@anc.
dc.gov). Community concerns will 
be brought back to Safeway manage-
ment for discussion and a plan to 
address issues.
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Photo of the Month

Hooray” sculpture located outside WMATA’s new headquarters building 
on 7th Street, SW.  The artist team Hou de Sousa (Nancy Hou and Josh 
de Sousa) was selected to create three site-specific artworks for the new 
WMATA D.C. headquarters. The sculpture “Hooray” and the sculptural 
bench “Pebble” are respectively located on 7th Street SW and on D Street 
SW.  The third sculpture, “Aura” is a suspended artwork located in the 
lobby of the building.

If you would like to submit a photo to be considered for Photo of the 
Month, email it to editor@thesouthwester.com. 

Army Ten Miler 
The Army Ten-Miler ran through Southwest in early October. For more information, 
or to register to race in 2024, visit https://www.armytenmiler.com/. 

Affordable Housing 
at The Westerly

Enjoy the full Southwest experience at The Westerly, 
a dynamic apartment community just one block from 
Waterfront Station and three blocks from The Wharf.

To learn more about affordable housing at The 
Westerly and DHCD’s eligibility, orientation and 
registration requirements for the affordable housing 
lottery visit, www.DHCD.dc.gov 

350 MAPLE DRIVE SW WASHINGTON, DC 20024  |  877.554.3801

TheWesterlyDC.com

Photos Courtesy of 
Phillip Losco

Courtesy of MM Cunningham



Page 8 The Southwester November 2023

BY SELINA FILLINGER
DIRECTED BY MARGOT BORDELON

BOOK BY JOHN LOGAN
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY THE AVETT BROTHERS
CHOREOGRAPHED BY DAVID NEUMANN
DIRECTED BY MICHAEL MAYER

ARENASTAGE.ORG
202-488-3300BUY TICKETS!

POTUS 
OR, BEHIND EVERY GREAT 
DUMBASS ARE SEVEN WOMEN 
TRYING TO KEEP HIM ALIVE 

SWEPT AWAY 
A NEW MUSICAL TALE

NOW THRU NOVEMBER 12 BEGINS NOVEMBER 15

“GRADE A! YOU WILL LAUGH UNTIL YOUR FACE HURTS.”
— ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

“ELEVATES A TRAGEDY TO MYTHIC PROPORTIONS...
REVERBERATING ALL THE WAY INTO YOUR OWN CORE”
— SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 

Rubell Museum Opens New Exhibitions November 2
BY SOUTHWESTER STAFF 

Beginning November 2, the 
Rubell Museum DC, located 
at 65 I Street SW will open two 

new exhibitions. Singular Views: 25 
Artists highlights the work of 25 con-
temporary artists from across the U.S. 
and around the world through solo 
presentations. Opening concurrently 
is Alexandre Diop: Jooba Jubba, l’Art 
du Defi, the Art of Challenge, featuring 
work created by the artist during his 
2022 residency at the Rubell Museum. 
Both exhibitions are on view through 
October 2024.

Singular Views: 25 Artists encom-
passes over 120 artworks across 
media. The exhibition features solo 
presentations of work by 25 artists, 
among them Amoako Boafo, Mick-
alene Thomas, and Hank Willis 
Thomas. Also featured is work by a 
number of DC- and Baltimore-based 
artists, including February James, 
Murjoni Merriweather, Rozeal, Sylvia 
Snowden, and John Waters.

Alexandre Diop: Jooba Jubba, l’Art 
du Defi, the Art of Challenge highlights 
Franco-Senegalese Vienna- based art-
ist Alexandre Diop, whose practice 

explores the legacies of colonialism 
and diaspora while tackling universal 
themes of ancestry, suffering, and his-
torical violence. 

Singular Views and Alexandre 
Diop encompass the second installa-

tion at the Rubell Museum DC, which 
opened last fall in the 1906 build-
ing of the former Randall Junior High 
School in Southwest DC. The two 
exhibitions extend throughout the 
museum’s 32,000 square feet, which 

preserves the original layout of the 
historic school. 

Admission to the Rubell Museum is 
free for DC residents (with ID).  www.
rubellmuseum.org/dc

Courtesy Rubell Museum

Alexandre Diop, La Grande Odalisque (2021).

LOG ON TODAY! www.swna.org • www.TheSouthwester.com
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Join for the better rates. 
Stay for better everything.
Low fees and loan rates.

Higher rates on savings accounts.

Concierge service the banks can’t match.

Congressional Federal members 
get all the perks!

www.joinCFCU.org

Upcoming Southwest Chamber Players Concert 
to Feature World-Renowned Cellist 

BY SOUTHWESTER STAFF

The Southwest Chamber Players announced 
their 194th free program, Masterpieces and 
Adaptations, at Saint Augustine’s Episcopal 

Church on Sunday afternoon, November 26, at 5:00 
p.m.   

 Featured will be Sophie Shao, cello; Luke Wedge, 
violin; and Danielle Hahn and David Ehrlich, 
piano. On the program will be complete readings of 
Schubert’s Arpeggione and Franck’s violin sonatas 
(moved, respectively from viola and violin to cello); 
and evocative movements of Beethoven’s Archduke 
Trio and Brahms’ G Major violin sonata.

Shao, a versatile visitor from New York, has a 
lengthy and impressive resume. A native of Hous-
ton, Texas, she began playing the cello at age six as a 
student of Shirley Trepel, then studied at Curtis and 
Yale, and followed by an apprenticeship with the 
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center. Winner 
of the prestigious Avery Fisher career grant and top 
prizes at the Rostropovich and Tchaikovsky com-
petitions, she graduated into a worldwide career as 
she has traveled around the globe producing per-
formances the New York Times has called “eloquent, 
powerful” and the Washington Post called “deeply 
satisfying.” 

In addition to appearing as soloist to critical 
acclaim throughout the United States, from New 
York to California, Shao has played for audiences 
from Lucerne, Switzerland to the BBC Concert 
Orchestra in the UK to Suntory Hall in Tokyo, and 

premiered Howard Shore’s cello concerto and Rich-
ard Wilson’s “The Cello Has Many Secrets” with the 
American Symphony. 

 While she rates among her great loves the com-
plete Bach Cello Suites and the Beethoven Triple 
Concerto from the standard repertoire, Shao’s dedi-
cation to music of our time leads her to promote the 
music of little-known composers such as Adolphus 
Hailstork, Tan Dun, and Shih-Hui Chen, which 
she performs with her “Sophie Shao and Friends” 
chamber groups, which have toured from Vermont 
to Arizona.

Currently, she’s on the faculty of University of 
Connecticut and plays on a cello made by Honore 
Derazey in 1855 and once owned by Pablo Casals.

A seasoned performer and arts professional, 
Danielle DeSwert Hahn has collaborated as a 
chamber musician and opera pianist throughout 
the United States and Europe. Formerly principal 
pianist of the Baltimore and Washington Concert 
Opera companies, she’s also worked with the Wash-
ington National, New Orleans, Kentucky, India-
napolis, Chautauqua, Portland, and Sarasota Opera 
companies, and plays regularly as a member of the 
North Carolina Symphony and has recorded with 
New Music Raleigh. 

Hahn’s latest project, the Living Art Collective 
Ensemble (LACE), is a fluid group of musicians 
committed to bridging the gap between the visual 
and performing arts, and bringing issues of cultural 

Courtesy of Sophie Shao

Sophie Shao. See “Cellist,” page 15



Page 10 The Southwester November 2023

Kid's CornEr
Each month check out the most 
recent issue of the paper for activ-
ities and games to help you dis-
cover SWDC! Have a suggestion? 
Email us: editor@thesouthwester.
com. Check out next month’s 
issue for the answers! 

Spot the difference!
Can you spot the differences in the two scenes below?  

1. ____________________________________________________

2._____________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________

6. ____________________________________________________

WORD SEARCH: HAPPY TURKEY DAY!

FAMILY HAPPY
PIE THANKSGIVING
FRIENDSHIP MAIZE
SALAD GRATEFUL
MEAL SHARING

Answers from 
October 2023 
issue

Differences: The 
moons are different; 
there is a witch in 
the picture on the 
right; there is a bat 
on top of the house 
in the picture on the 
right; the picture on 
the right also has an 
additional flying bat 
and an additional 
jack-o-lantern; the 
ghost has a hat in 
the picture on the 
right.
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Young Readers

A thank you to all the 
sponsors and vendors who 
made the second annual 
SWDC Community Center 

Mutt Strutt and Pups in the 
Park Celebration a success!

SPONSORS VENDORS

Caricatures by Dana V.

Bribes, Rewards, Incentives: 
Encouraging Readers By 
Any Means Necessary 

BY KITTY FELDE 

Let’s say you’ve tried everything 
you can think of to get your 
reluctant reader to pick up a 

book. Now what?
Here’s a suggestion from a librarian: 

bribe them.
It doesn’t have to be much. Olineke 

Olaniya of the Indianapolis Public 
Library says she challenges young 
patrons to read two books a week. In 
exchange, she offers a dollar or some 
treat from the dollar store. “It works!” 
she says.

How does she know? Before she 
hands over the cash, she demands an 
oral book summary.

Money isn’t the only incentive that 
can inspire a reader. Here’s a few more:
• Read a few pages in exchange for a 

set number of minutes with a gam-
ing device

• Read a chapter and get excused from 
a particular chore

• Finish the book and get his or her 
favorite dinner two nights in a row

• Keep track of reading progress on 
a chart, using stickers or stars to 

denote pages read and negotiate 
with child about the big prize at the 
end of a month
As to the ethical question of using 

bribery to influence behavior, the 
experts disagree.

Critics like marriage and family 
therapist Ingrid Higgins say, “Paying 
children for good behavior seems to 
create a sense of entitlement and an 
expectation they will always get money 
for good behavior.” 

But Shaun Gallagher, writing in Psy-
chology Today, says offering treats is 
not bribery. “A bribe is an incentive 
you offer someone in exchange for bad 
behavior. A reward is an incentive you 
offer someone in exchange for good 
behavior.”

What do you think? Have you found 
a technique that inspires your young 
reader to pick up a book? Email us at: 
bookclubforkidspodcast@gmail.com.

Kitty Felde hosts the Book Club for Kids 
podcast, a free, 20 minute show where 
kids talk about books. She also writes 
The Fina Mendoza Mysteries series of 
books and podcasts.

S
ou
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M
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Courtesy of Barbara Kiss 

Southwest in sunset’s 
light. 

Courtesy of Irene Allen
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Response, the Anacostia Watershed 
Society, and the Chesapeake Climate 
Action Network.  

In addition, after a powerful ren-
dition of a Land, Labor and Lega-
cy Acknowledgement by Sherice 
Muhammad of the Ward 7 Resilience 
Hub Community Coalition, sever-
al topics were covered by speakers 
including Councilmember Charles 
Allen; DC Chief Resilience Officer, 
Melissa Deas; Uwe Brandes, Chair of 
the DC Climate Commission;  Mark 
Rodeffer of the Sierra Club DC, Jef-
frey Richardson of We The People 
Community Health Workers; Willie 
McElroy of Health Best Services, Inc.; 
James Barbour, DC Baptist Conven-
tion; Keith Jones, Ward 8 Woods,  Kris-
tinShymoniak, Black Millennials 4 
Flint, and Kate Bockover, Chesapeake 
Climate Action Network.  

Event objectives included:

• To raise awareness about the urgent 
need to combat climate change.

• To encourage people to get better 
prepared for any kind of disaster in 
the DC area.

• To show support for those envi-
ronmental groups, conservation 
groups, climate action groups, 
disaster preparedness and relief 
groups and local government agen-
cies that are working hard on the 
front lines.

• To help the participating organiza-
tions with additional volunteers, 
members and/or resource support.

• To encourage more collabora-
tive efforts among environmental 
groups and disaster groups at the 
local level.

• To contribute towards building a 
better community for all of us.
Remarks included warnings of ris-

ing temperatures, increased flooding, 
heavy rains, less predictable weather, 
and extreme heat; the latter brought 
home by Melissa Deas in a sad tribute 
to an athlete friend of hers who died in 

2021 from extreme heat. Other major 
concerns raised are lead poisoning, 
chronic asthma, the aging infrastruc-
ture, and the short amount of time we 
must get the work done to be carbon 
neutral by 2045.

 On the bright side, we are fortunate 
to live in a progressive city in terms of 
resilience planning, resilient build-
ing design, climate action, emergency 
preparedness and response, and pro-
active leadership, with staff from vari-
ous DC government offices and mul-
tiple nonprofits on the ground doing 
solid work in various communities.   

Some ongoing and new steps that 
are making a difference include the 
continued implementation of the DC 
Resilience Strategy, a comprehensive 
and holistic approach to strengthen-
ing the foundation of the city to be 
able to withstand the effects of disas-
ters.  

An example of a new initiative is 
legislation like the Healthy Homes 
Act which will make it a priority to 
transition low and moderate income 

households off from gas to super-effi-
cient electric heat pumps (essentially 
an air conditioner in reverse).  

In the emergency preparedness 
arena, best practices including taking 
the Community Emergency Response 
Team training provided by Serve DC, 
signing up to Alert DC, having an 
emergency supply kit in your home, 
your office, and your vehicle, having 
a communication plan in case of a 
major emergency so that your family 
and friends know how to reach you.   

In the Speakers Corner portion of 
the event, a Southwest resident spoke 
eloquently about how not to let your-
self get paralyzed with fear and inac-
tion as the drastic news of the con-
tinued effects of climate change keep 
coming at us. One must transcend the 
fear, try to understand the danger but 
learn what tools are available or help 
create new ones, and act, and do so 
out of a place of love and joy along 
with other people. 

SW Strong! thanks Friends of SW 
DC and the DC Voluntary Organiza-
tions Active in Disaster (DC VOAD) 
for the grant support to put this event 
together. We collaborated with lead-
ers from the Ward 7 Resilience Hub 
Community Coalition, Health Best 
Services, Inc., and DC VOAD to plan 
and conduct the event. 

Let’s get together and discuss your Selling and Buying options in the neighborhood. Our real estate company has 
kept pace, adapting to the rapid growth and a changing economy while maintaining exact standards and integrity. 
This is why I am introducing the “CASH BACK PROGRAM”.

Contact Reone Brown 
at Reonebrown@gmail.com 
or call 202-374-2817 
to register for the program and put money in 
your pocket when you are buying or selling a 
property. I look forward to working with you 
during your real estate process.

PUT AN EXPERT ON 
YOUR SIDE AND SAVE $$$

4626 Wisconsin Ave., NW | Washington, DC 20016
202-537-3800 - Office | 202-374-2817 - Mobile
reonebrown@gmail.com

GET CASH BACK WHEN YOU USE REALTY PROS
Purchase/Sales Price of

Property
Amount of Cash Back

Up to $99,999 $400

$100,000 - $149,000 $700

$150,000 - $199,999 $975

$200,000 - $249,999 $1,250

$250,000 - $299,999 $1,500

$300,000 - $349,999 $1,825

$350,000 - $399,999 $2,100

$400,000 - $499,999 $2,525

$500,000 - $649,999 $3,225

$650,000 - $799,999 $4,100

$800,000 - $999,999 $5,000

$1,000,000 - $1,499,999 $6,000

$1,500,000 - $1,999,999 $7,000

$2,000,000 - $2,999,999 $8,000

$3,000,000 - and above $9,000

LEADERS
Continued from p. 1

each of the participants. If you go to 
the website friendsofswdc.org, in the 
category “Grantees’ Stories,” you can 
look at the smiles on these grantee 
faces and read their comments. 

RH: What other aspects of the work 
of Friends of Southwest DC have you 
been involved with? 

JS: The grantees of Amidon-Bow-
en PTA invited us to the school to 
receive thanks directly from the stu-
dents who were using the iPads that 
FOS had funded. I also visited Camp 
Arena Stage, where I could see first-
hand the arts projects. Arena was 
happy that FOS funded scholarships 
for some of the participants. In my 
eight years on the Board, I also served 
as Secretary for four years, Treasurer 
for two years, and one year I worked 
on implementing a donor database 
system. So, I was able to improve my 
secretarial, financial, and computer 
skills through the years. And I am 
grateful now for the new Board mem-
bers who took over the tasks I used 
to do.

 
Donations to Friends of Southwest DC 
are accepted at FriendsofSWDC.org 
and also via mail at Friends of South-
west DC, P.O. Box 44434, Washington, 
D.C. 20026. 

GRANTS
Continued from p. 2
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BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
ADAPTED & DIRECTED BY DARYL CLORAN

CONCEIVED BY DARYL CLORAN &  
BARD ON THE BEACH SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

DEC 2-31 • HARMAN HALL

AS YOU
    LIKE IT

SW NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT 
SUN, DEC 3 • 7:30 pm

Hey, soon-to-be SW Neighbors, 
use promo code HEYNEIGHBOR to save 66%
Proof of neighborhood residency or employment required at time of  
ticket pick-up. Limit 4 tickets. Not valid on previously purchased tickets.

ORDER TODAY ShakespeareTheatre.org | 202.547.1122

FEATURING  

SONGS BY

THE BEATLES
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THURS 2, 7 P.M. Southwest Academy DC pre-
miere of an incredible documentary about the 
people and challenges they face in DC. Runtime: 
1hr 30 mins. General Admission. Contact Westmin-
ster office at wpcdcoffice@gmail.com.

THURS 2, Meditation on Precious Human Life: 
Guest Teacher Lisa Hoffman - Kadampa Meditation 
Center, 1200 Canal St. SW (meditation-dc.org)

THURS 2, 5:30 P.M. Let’s Play SPADES. SPADES 
is a trick-taking partnership game where players 
bid on the number of tricks each expects to take. 
Games are played to 500 points and the team with 
the highest score wins. Southwest Neighborhood 
Library.

FRI 3, 10:30 A.M. Sensory Play Time. Babies, 
toddlers, & preschoolers are invited to play and 
explore their senses in this fun program. South-
west Neighborhood Library.

SUN 5, 10 A.M. Learn How to Bring Peace and 
Joy into Your Life. Benefits of Engaging in Spiritual 
Practice. Kadampa Meditation Center, 1200 Canal 
St. SW (meditation-dc.org)

SUN 5, 1:00 P.M. Sit and Stitch. Stitchers of all 
kinds and skill levels join us for an hour of stitching 
and community at Southwest Library! Basic guid-
ed instruction for beginners in crochet, knitting, 
embroidery, and cross-stitch is available. South-
west Neighborhood Library.

TUES 7, Game On! For Adults and Seniors. Play 
CLASSIC board games, checkers, uno, dominos, 
backgammon, and scrabble for this fun 2-hour 
program event. Are you bored? Do you like playing 
games? If you do, come out to our Adult/Senior 
Game on event, where you will have a chance to 
play CLASSIC board games against others in this 
fun 2-hour program event. Southwest Neighbor-
hood Library.

THURS 9, Meditation on Kindness: Guest Teacher 
Lisa Hoffman. Kadampa Meditation Center, 1200 
Canal St. SW (meditation-dc.org) 

FRI 10, 8 P.M. Southwest Night at Arena Stage. 
“POTUS”. Tickets: $26 + fees for SW residents

SAT 11, 6-9 P.M. Home For The Holidays “DMV 
Gratefulness.” Join in on the fun as Veterans in the 
community are honored. Community leaders will 
be recognized along with this year’s four recipients 
of the Farrell J. Chiles Legacy Awards. Admission 
$45.00. Buy your tickets at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/738207627887?aff=oddtdtcreator. West-
minster office at wpcdcoffice@gmail.com

SAT 11, 7 P.M. Faith & Film Zoom presentation 
of “A Place at the Table: African-Americans on the 
Path to Sainthood.” Release: 2022; Genre: Docu-
mentary; Runtime: 1hr 57mins. This documentary 
tells the stories of six African-American men and 
women who are on the path to canonization and 
the impact of their “faith witness” on the American 
church and society. After the film discussion led 
by Rev. Brian Hamilton. For Zoom link, email the 
Westminster office at wpcdcoffice@gmail.com.  All 
Invited.

SUN 12, 10 A.M. Learn How to Bring Peace and 
Joy into Your Life. Moral Discipline of Benefitting 
Living Beings. Kadampa Meditation Center, 1200 
Canal St. SW (meditation-dc.org)

SUN 12, All Day. Family Game Day. How fast can 

you beat your sister at Uno? Itching to play Can-
dyland or Jumbo Connect 4? Children and their 
families are invited to visit the children’s on Sunday 
afternoon to play a selection of games that will be 
made available. Southwest Neighborhood Library.

MON 13, 5 P.M. Middle Grade Book Club. In 
November, we’ll read and discuss Simon Sort of 
Says by Erin Bow. This book deals with topics of 
violence at school and overcoming the past but is 
intended for middle-grade audiences. Come with 
us to Simon’s new home: where cell phones aren’t 
allowed and everyone’s listening for aliens! South-
west Neighborhood Library.

MON 13, 7 P.M. ANC6D Business Meeting. Held 
virtually on Zoom. Agenda and link to meeting are 
at www.anc6d.org/virtualmeeting. 

WED 15, 12 Noon-2 P.M. The Southwest Water-
front AARP. The Interactive Session provides 
Speakers and Important Information from: 1. Dr. 
Oye Owolewa-US Representative for the District 
of Columbia and a Practicing Licensed Pharmacist 
on the vaccines frontlines. 2. Adrian Hall-Medical 
Insurance Expert-Providing 2023 Medicare-Open 
Enrollment Choices-Answers to Questions. 3. Office 
of the Peoples Council-Jean Bethel-helps consum-
ers cancel third party suppliers. Also provides assis-
tance with making applications to DOEE. Loca-
tion: River Park Mutual Homes’ South Common 
Room,  1311 Delaware Avenue SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20024. Street parking is available and the 
Waterfront Metro, (Green Line) is two blocks away. 
Bus 74 stops in front of the River Park Delaware 
Avenue Gate. Ride the Circuit to the meeting. 
LUNCH AVAILABLE-COST: $5.00. Masking is option-
al but strongly encouraged. We will also provide 
masks for attendees.

THURS 16, 1 P.M. Coffee & Conversation. Cus-
tomers are invited to join a casual conversation 
with other library customers and individuals from 
the neighborhood. Coffee and Tea provided. 
Southwest Neighborhood Library.

THURS 16, 5:30 P.M. Let’s Play SPADES. SPADES 
is a trick-taking partnership game where players 
bid the number of tricks each expects to take. 
Games are played to 500 points and the team with 
the highest score wins. Southwest Neighborhood 
Library.

THURS 16, 7:15-8:30 P.M. Meditation on Trans-
forming Adversity. Kadampa Meditation Center, 
1200 Canal St. SW (meditation-dc.org)

FRI 17, 10:30 A.M. Sensory Play Time. Babies, 
toddlers, & preschoolers are invited to play and 
explore their senses in this fun program. South-
west Neighborhood Library.

SUN 19, 10 A.M. Learn How to Bring Peace 
and Joy into Your Life. Gratitude: The Happiness 
Superpower. Kadampa Meditation Center, 1200 
Canal St. SW (meditation-dc.org)

SUN 19, 1:00 P.M.: Sit and Stitch. Stitchers of 
all kinds and skill levels join us for an hour of 
stitching and community at Southwest Library! 
Basic guided instruction for beginners in crochet, 
knitting, embroidery, and cross-stitch is available. 
Southwest Neighborhood Library.

TUES 21, Game On! For Adults and Seniors. Play 
CLASSIC boards games, checkers, uno, dominos, 
backgammon and scrabble for this fun 2 hour 

program event. Are you bored? Do you like playing 
games? If you do, come out to our Adult/Senior 
Game on event, where you will have a chance to 
play CLASSIC board games against others in this 
fun 2-hour program event. Southwest Neighbor-
hood Library.

TUES 21, 7:00 P.M.–Toni Morrison Book Club. 
Join the Southwest Library’s Morrison Year Book 
club! We will read and discuss one of Nobel Laure-
ate and Pulitzer Prize-winning author Toni Mor-
rison’s 11 fiction novels on the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month. So, whether you are a well-read fan 
of Morrison or have never read her work, all are 
welcome! The November book is GOD HELP THE 
CHILD. Southwest Neighborhood Library. 

WED 22, 11 A.M.-2 P.M.: The Basics of Email for 
Seniors. Gain a better understanding of electronic 
email. Learn email etiquette. Learn how to stay safe 
online. Register for a free email address. It’s never 
too late! Southwest Neighborhood Library.

THURS 23: Thanksgiving, No Class. Kadampa 
Meditation Center, 1200 Canal St. SW (medita-
tion-dc.org)

SAT 25, All Day. Seasonal Craft. Join us in the 
Children’s Room for a seasonal or book-themed 
craft. Children ages 3-12 can drop by the children’s 
room for a fun craft. Southwest Neighborhood 
Library.

SUN 26, 10 A.M. Learn How to Bring Peace and 
Joy into Your Life. NO CLASS. Thanksgiving Break. 
Kadampa Meditation Center, 1200 Canal St. SW 
(meditation-dc.org)

SUN 26, All Day. Family Game Day. How fast can 
you beat your sister at Uno? Itching to play Can-
dyland or Jumbo Connect 4? Children and their 
families are invited to visit the children’s on Sunday 
afternoon to play a selection of games that will be 
made available. Southwest Neighborhood Library.

MON 27, 4:30 P.M. After School Movies. Kids 
aged 5-12 are invited to join us for an After School 
Movie, where we’ll have a chance to unwind and 
relax after school. Caregivers over the age of 13 
must join any participants under the age of 9. We’ll 
meet in the large meeting room on the first floor.  

TUE 28, 7:30 P.M. Southwest Night at Arena 
Stage. “Swept Away”. Tickets: $26 + fees for SW 
residents

THURS 30, Meditation on Emptiness. Kadampa 
Meditation Center, 1200 Canal St. SW (medita-
tion-dc.org)

WEEKLY, BIWEEKLY
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, Mondays-Fridays at 
Noon (St. Dominic’s Catholic Church) or Wednes-
day evenings (St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church). 
Post-pandemic we have resumed live meetings. 
This fellowship is open to all men and women 
who desire to recover from alcoholism. You will be 
welcome; for more information, contact Josie at 
202-880-6971. https://aa-dc.org/meetings https://
aa-dc.org/meetings/t-g-i-f 

AFTER SCHOOL GAMES, Thursdays 4 P.M. End 
the school day at the Southwest Library and join 
us for some self-directed after-school games on 
Thursdays from 4-5 P.M.! We’ll have board games, 
card games, and occasionally some larger games 

Southwester Community Calendar | November 2023
Please check the web references or telephone numbers in the listings for details.

See “Calendar,” page 15
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to play, or we can help you login to your preferred 
computer game if computers are available. NOTE: 
No program on Thanksgiving. 

BABY LAP TIME, Thursdays, 1:15-2:15 P.M. Babies 
under 1 who are not yet walking, and their caregiv-
ers are invited to join us for a special 20-30-minute 
story time full of songs, bounces, and good books. 
NOTE: No program on Thanksgiving.  Southwest 
Neighborhood Library. 

BLUES MONDAYS, 6-9 P.M. Various Blues musi-
cians and singers are featured each Monday. $10 
cover and food for sale. Schedule at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.

BREAD FOR LIFE - BREAKFAST, Sundays, 8-8:45 
A.M. Free Breakfast. The pandemic has forced us to 
change how we serve breakfast—but we still offer 
a free breakfast every week as a to-go bag with a 
breakfast sandwich, juice, fruit, and slice of cake. 
If you would like to volunteer with Bread for Life, 
please contact Virginia Mathis, lead organizer and 
kitchen manager for the program at thor081828@
hotmail.com. St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
Community Room, 555 Water Street SW. www.
staugustinesdc.org/bread-for-life. 

CHAIR YOGA, Mondays, Fridays 11 A.M. - Noon. 
Gentle movements to increase flexibility, strength, 
balance & endurance, adapted for all body types. 
Careful instruction promotes proper breathing, 
meditation, positive thinking, & deep relaxation. 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. Any questions? 
Email instructor, Pamela Wilson, wilsonpj108@
gmail.com 

CHURCH CLEANING, 2nd Saturdays of the month, 
9:35 A.M. St. Dominic Church. www.stdominic-
church.org/

COME WRITE IN -A National Novel Writing 
Month Event, Wednesdays, 6 P.M. Join fellow 
writers for dedicated writing time to work toward 
your November writing goals! Light refreshments 
provided. Whether you’re working on the next 
Great American Novel or tinkering around with a 
personal writing project, join Southwest Library 
and your neighbors for quiet, dedicated writing 
time and light refreshments. Consult our collection 
of writing reference materials, meet fellow writers, 
and add to that word count! Writers are welcome 
to come and go, so drop in anytime after 6 P.M. 
Please note the library closes at 8 P.M.

FAMILY STORY TIME, Mondays, 10:30 A.M. Come 
to the Southwest Library for story time fun. On 
Mondays, we have family story time or music and 
movement for young ones of all ages, birth to 5. 
Craft to follow. Southwest Library.

FILM DISCUSSION CLUB, Tuesdays, 12 P.M. Join 
this lively conversation circle composed of your 
neighbors and fellow library users. Enjoy watching 

an award-winning short film (30 minutes or less) 
with others and then participate in a friendly con-
versation afterwards. Share your point of view and 
meet new people. This program is for adults. Films 
are not listed ahead of time. Southwest Neighbor-
hood Library - Large Meeting Room. https://dcli-
brary.libnet.info/events

GODLY PLAY PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN, Sun-
days 11 A.M-12 P.M. ages 4-12. Fun sessions 
including videos and interactive activities about 
the life and teachings of Jesus. Westminster 
Church. https://westminsterdc.org/

HYBRID WORSHIP SERVICE, Sundays, 11 A.M.-12 
P.M. All Welcome to share in inspiring worship! 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. https://west-
minsterdc.org/ 

JAZZ NIGHT IN SW, Fridays, 6-9 P.M. Various Jazz 
musicians and singers featured each Friday. $10. 
Food for sale. Schedule at https://westminsterdc.
org/jazz-night-in-dc-schedule . Westminster Pres-
byterian Church.

JOB SEEKERS, Mondays, 1-3 P.M. Stop by South-
west Library for this drop-in clinic where we 
answer your questions and provide guidance and 
assistance to job seekers in their search. Southwest 
Neighborhood Library.

MAKE IT!, Tuesdays, 4-5 P.M. Come make some-
thing awesome at the Southwest Library! Every 
Tuesday after school we’ll make something--a craft, 
STEM project, experiment, or design. All materials 
provided--just bring your imagination! Southwest 
Neighborhood Library. 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS, Wednesdays, 7-8 P.M. 
Contact Westminster Presbyterian Church for more 
information at wpcdcoffice@gmail.com www.nar-
cotics.com/na-meetings/washington-dc/ 

NEW HYBRID ADULT EDUCATION CLASS Sun-
days 10-11 A.M. Led by Rev. Dr. Alice Bellis (How-
ard University) and Jeff Nicoll (author of Strange 
and Gaudy Fruit: Toxic Theology). Westminster 
church. To Register, contact: wpcdcoffice@gmail.
com. FREE. https://westminsterdc.org/ 

RESISTANCE BIBLE STUDY (ZOOM), Tuesdays, 
6:30 P.M. Discuss timely issues on Jesus and Social 
Justice. Westminster Presbyterian Church. https://
westminsterdc.org/ 

REST AND REFLECT, Tuesdays, 6 P.M. To par-
ticipate in-person for this chanted prayer session 
doors open 15 minutes before start time and lock 
promptly at start time. Kadampa Meditation Cen-
ter. www.meditation-dc.org/ 

RIVERSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH PROTEIN PANTRY, 
2nd Sundays, 11:30 A.M. All are welcome! For more 
details contact rsbc@riverside.org. Riverside Bap-
tist Church, 699 Maine Ave SW, https://riversidedc.
org/ 

SEATED YOGA (In Person), Mondays & Fridays, 11 
A.M. - 12 P.M. Low impact stretches and mobility 
exercises performed under the direction of Pamela 

Wilson. Westminster Presbyterian Church. https://
westminsterdc.org/

SUNDAY UNWIND THE MIND MEDITATION, Sun-
days, 6:45 - 7:30 P.M. Suitable for everyone, these 
meditation classes offer practical methods to 
improve the quality of our lives through medita-
tion and Buddhist teachings. Each class is available 
by drop in and you can come to either the entire 
series for the month or by individual class. Each 
class is self-contained. Everyone is welcome. Kad-
ampa Meditation Center, 1200 Canal St SW, www.
meditation-dc.org/]

TECH HELP, Wednesdays, 2-3 P.M. Need help navi-
gating a new device, setting up an email account, 
connecting with friends on social media, or some-
thing else tech-related? Drop by Tech Help, a one-
hour technology assistance clinic for guidance 
from library staff. Come prepared with any neces-
sary log-in information and your charged device. 
Be ready to learn new skills and get comfortable 
in the digital environment while accomplishing 
the tech tasks you need done. Southwest Library. 
https://dclibrary.libnet.info/events

THEMATIC BIBLE STUDY (Virtual), Second Thurs-
days, 7 P.M., If you don’t know our Zoom channel 
address, just email Rev. Scott at priest@staugust-
inesdc.org and he will be happy to send you the 
info! All are very welcome to join us. St. Augustine’s 
Episcopal Church. https://www.staugustinesdc.
org/ 

THURSDAY EVENING MEDITATION, Thursdays, 
7:15 - 8:30 P.M. Suitable for everyone, these medi-
tation classes offer practical methods to improve 
the quality of our lives through meditation and 
Buddhist teachings. Each class is available by drop 
in and you can come to either the entire series for 
the month or by individual class. Each class is self 
contained. Everyone is welcome. For support with 
our online classes, prayers & events: support@
meditation-dc.org Kadampa Meditation Center 
www.meditation-dc.org/

THE WASHINGTON STAMP COLLECTORS CLUB 
(WSCC) meets at 7 p.m. on the First and Third 
Wednesdays of every month at Christ United 
Methodist Church,  300 Eye Street, S.W., Washing-
ton, D.C. Visitors are always welcome to take part in 
our meetings. Ring the church’s doorbell at the Eye 
St. entrance to enter the meeting. https://www.
dcstampclub.org/ 

YOGA AT THE LIBRARY, Saturdays, 11 A.M.-12:45 
P.M. Join us for weekly yoga classes. Chair Yoga 
11:00-11:30 A.M., Mat Yoga 11:45 A.M. - 12:45 P.M. 
Please come in comfortable clothes to move in 
and bring your own mat for mat yoga. Southwest 
Library, Large Meeting Room. 

VIEW OUR ONLINE CALENDAR AT  
WWW.SWNA.ORG

Submit Calendar events to calendar@thesouth-
wester.com by the 15th of the month preceding 
the month it is scheduled.

CALENDAR
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relevance to light within the context of 
engaging performances. 

Luke Wedge is principal second 
violinist with the Air Force Strings 
of the United States Air Force Band. 
Originally from Hutchinson, Kansas, 
his Air Force career began in 2003 and 
he currently serves as music direc-

tor for the Air Force Strolling Strings. 
A graduate of the University of Kan-
sas, he received his Master of Music 
from Northwestern, where his prima-
ry instructors included Ben Sayevich, 
David Perry, and Gerardo Ribiero. He’s 
performed with the National Sym-
phony, Chicago Sinfonietta and the 
Ravinia Festival Orchestra, in concert 
in Washington, Chicago, Kansas City, 
Pennsylvania, and North Carolina.

 The Chamber Players, an insti-
tution in Southwest DC since 1997, 
have included 100 dedicated mostly 
amateur musicians presenting every 
one of the orchestra’s instruments as 
well as singers of every voice range, 
with a broad repertoire emphasizing 
the works of the great composers of 
the classical and romantic eras. 

David Ehrlich, the director, learned 
the piano at the age of six from his 

father, Richard. Though his life’s work 
was in the retail business, he never 
lost touch with performing music as 
both pianist and singer. Today he pol-
ishes his skills annually at a chamber 
music workshop in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, he also sojourned in Spar-
tanburg, South Carolina, Lexington, 
Virginia and Lyndonville, Vermont.  

More information is available at 
www.southwestchamberplayers.org.

CELLIST
Continued from p. 9
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